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bey) ona subject of Btivery. 
Such ¢ Union could no longer ‘be kept up. 
 nysokd opal, of the day had rendered 
it obsolete. While the .war had been vigor- 
ously carried on against the. rebellion, grave 
questions of the. highest. public interest de- 
manded action at the hands of the Govern- 
tent. Congress had abolished Slavery in the 
District of Columbia. President Lancoun had 
initiated a wise and constitutional’ policy 
looking to the ultimate emancipation of the 
slaves throughout the South. The matter of 
confiscation pressed upon the attention of the 
Government and demanded speedy action. 
On all these subjects divisions of public senti- 
ment were inevitable, and those divisions 
rendered equally ineviteble a corresponding 
diversity of political action. 
The Legislative caucus, composed of Repub- 
licans and members elected as Union men, 
laid down @ basis‘of political principle, in an 


‘address and resolutions, upon which any fu- 


‘ttiose only; who assent. to the opinions and 


‘principles thus set forth,—and who stand 
_pledged to support the National Administra- 
‘tion, ere invitedto joii’in’ the call of -a State 


Convention for the nomination of State 
officers. “next Fall, Anda Committee was 
appointed to consult with other Committees 
as to the ways and means of bringing about 
such a general concert of action among all 
who thus agree in political sentiment. 

It was quite apparent'to the members of. 
the Legislature that the Republican Party was 
the only organized body which could be ex- 
pected to codperate in such a movement ; and 
the only cofsultation of which the case ad- 
mitted was therefore with the Committee rep- 
resenting that party. Such a consultation 
was the leading object of the meeting of the 
two Committees held:on Tuesday. Each nat- 
urally stood out for some indefinite and in- 
tangible point of honor supposed to be involved, 
but both came te precisely the same conclusion, 
namely—that they must and would act. to- 
gether, Each appointed a committee to ar- 
range the details of such action hereafter. 
The Republican Committee consists of Messrs. 
Draper, Tekwititorr, Kerty and Foresa—the 
Legislative Caucus**Committee of Messrs. 
Tremaine, Srnauanal, Gauett and Fiac- 
tzn... The two committees are to meet at Al- 
bany. on the 23d of July, to fix upon a time for 
holding the State Convention, and to make 
such other arrangements as may be. neces- 
sary. 

The result of this movement cannot be 
doubtful. The eventsof the past two years 
have brought the public to an almost unani- 
mous concurrence in the political principles 
hitherto set forth and maintained exclusively 
by the Republican Party. Thousands and tens 
‘of thonsands everywhere, who haye hereto- 
fore opposed that party, are now foremost in 
declaring thatthe political ascendancy. of 
Siavery,—its extension into the territories and 
its: domination over the General Goyern- 
tient, “are at an end: forever: ‘They ‘stand 
ready to ect with the party which holds 
these. principles, and will give’ them effect. 
And go far as this State is concerned, this 
movement gives them.an opportunity for so 
doing, without. any sacrifice of their party 
pride, or any undue ostentation of inconsist- 
éncy in their political action. It renders it 
certain that. we shall have in. this State but 
two tickets next Fall,—one representing the 
National Administration, and pledged to sus- 
tain it in ‘sucha. policy as shall give us an 
honorable, settled and desirable peace ; ‘and 
the other representing the miscalled Democ- 


which tenaciously to the f 
pitas gee al ages taterwish the 


‘fortunes of the institution which menaces ttie 


Government with destruction, and has plunged 


sthe country into the horrors.of war... ‘ 
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frtunately Ate not ely to eatinty anybody. 


else, It will searcely take ‘ite ‘place in the | "°" 


law-books as a conclusive afgament on the 
subject which it treats. It is all comprised in |_ 
a'single sentence. Martial law has been de- |. 


clared Slavery and martial law in «free se 


country are incompatible; therefore, Slavery 
ceases to exist. . 

Unfortunately, as: .@ matter < of fact, | 
Slavery and martial law are not incompati- | 
ble in a free country or in any other. On 
the contrary they go.exceedingly well togeth. 
or. Either of them may, or may not, bé in-' 
compatible with free institutions: but they 
certainly are not incompatible with each 
other. Nothing renders martial law moro 
easily enforced, or more necessary, than a 
state of Slavery,—and nothing favors Slavery 
more than martial law. Both rest on force: 
as their basis :—both plead necessity as their 


justification,—and there is not the slightest |“ 


Yeason why they should not exist together. 


Gen. Huwrex -might just as well have pro- | 


claimed martial law and the system of appren- 


‘ticeship to be incompatible, and thatthe lat- 


ter had, therefore, ceased to oxist. 

..\There is a very large body of our people, 
we are well aware, who are so eager for the 
abolition of Slavery, that they stand ready to 
justify and welcome any. step. that may be 
taken toward that end. Bat in the long ran 
they will find their cause retarded by the 
‘means they take to advance it, They must 
cultivate patience. The man who. thinks the 
emancipation of four millions of slaves the 
work of@n hour, or safely to be done by a 
stroke of the pen or a wave of the hand, may 
be a. very sincere and conscientious man, but 
he certainly ‘knows, nothing whatever of hu- 
man nature or the laws-that govern all so- 
ciety, No greater cruelty could possibly. be 
inflicted. on the blacks themselves, no more 
certain ruin could be brought upon the indus- 
try and.social existence of the. Southern 
States, no heavier blow could be inflicted on 
the advancing civilization of the country and 
the age, than would follow the unprepared and 
sudden infranchisement of the negfo slaves. 

Gen. Hunrex has been for some time releas- 
ing those slaves who could be proved to have 
been employed by their. masters in aiding the 
rebellion. This was in conformity with the 
law of Congress. But this latest. step of his 
séts at defiance all law and all common sense. 
It seems to be simply an attemptto “cut un- 
der,” {as politicians phrase it,) both Gen. 
Phewonr and Gen. Purirs. It: certainly goes 
a great way beyond either of thede Generals 
in iis attempt to take captive the abolition 

sentiment of the country. We do not believe 
that it will meet with any, better success. 
Gen. Huwras. has largely transcended the 


, sphere of his daty in issuing, this. proclama- 


tion: He might have’ learned wisdom from. 
Gen: Buansipz, who said, with characteristic 
loyalty and sagacity, in a recent letter to Mr. 
Fosrzr : 

“The Government will doubtless indicate its civil 
policy to Gov. Srawiey, and I cannot consent, in the 
meantime, to embarrass either him or the Government by 


initiating myself, or aliowing any one else to initiate |. 
any civil policy, From my own experience in matters 


of this kind, 1.am.sufficiently embarrassed already in 
taking note of civil cases that absolutely require im- 
mediate attention. The occupation of North Carolina 
thus far is entirely military.” 

Gen. Huntrr would have found it wise to 


be as modest and as sensible as Gen. Bous-/}- 


sis. His duties in the Southern Department 
are purely military. He has nothing what- 
ever to do with administering the civil gov- 
ernment of ‘South Carolina, Georgia, or Fiori- 
da, or with regulating their domestic institu- 
tions: ““That matter belongs exclusively to 
the Government at Washington. - President 
Luvoouw has already: shown his appreciation 
of: the difficulties that surround the subject of 
Slavery, and his determination to deal with it 
with caution, prudence, and adue regard to all 


the interests involved. The people of the | 

















looms for want of customers. Statvation fs | rily 


everywhere ; and ina despotism, starvation 
is the antecedent of revolution. England is 
suffering still more poignantly from. similar 
causes; and France and England have joined 
in gitdling the frontier .of the United 
States with fleets and armies. Canada is 
on a war footing; the main strength of the 
British navy is in American waters ; the Ber- 
mudas and Bahamas have just been converted 
into. great military,.as well as naval dépdts. 
France is placing ‘strong squadrons and nu- 
merous troops no further from New-Orleans 
than Vera Croz. ‘Thése warlike demonstra- 


tions are construed as relating to us, and as | 


intended to constituté the material backing fo 
the threatened intervention. | Additional color’ 





is lent to their ominous. purport by the. recent ‘would be 


expressions of two British Cabinet Ministers, 


Earl Rosszte and Mr. Guavstows, to the effect’ museurda 


that the effort of this Government to repress | 








the insurrection must, in the nature. of things; ‘ho had given: un an “— . je 
all-important in its: 





be fruitless, and that the wishes of mankind 


should be directed to effectiog a pe of Oe aR 7. 2 par. 


But both the. averments and the 
ties axe more than balanced by an 
the other side. The London 
as a ministerial organ, is as much 
credit as ‘the Indépendance or the’ 
neither of which has an official character ; 
and its correspondents are known to be better 
informed. The Paris letter-writer of die 
Post,in his dispatch of April 29, says : 


test, home's, andl 


“I believe I am correct in saying that the Imperial - tory, the 


Cabinet hes not in any way changed its decisions as to |. 


the conduct France ought to pursue during the 


ble struggle. Strict neutrality has from: the first been | 
observed,. Although a Commissioner from the South-. > 


ern Statés has long been in Paris, the French Gor-. 
Representative 








of France. Nor is any improvement anticipated 

‘Jong time'to come. In official Freneh circlésthere'ts |. 

no belief is placea in the North being able to conquer 

and hold the South, but a prolongation of hostilities is 
and consequent commercial stagnation.” 
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